
 

The English Colonies in North America 
 

Section 2:  

Give at least two details about the geography, climate, or economic activities in each region. 
 
The New England Colonies The New England region included the colonies of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, and New Hampshire. As you will read, the first settlers of these colonies came to 
America seeking religious freedom. 
In New England, farming was difficult because of the long, cold winters and the region's rocky, hilly 
wilderness. But the forests and the sea provided useful resources and ways to make a living. New 
Englanders built their economy on small farms, lumbering, fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. 

Geography: 
 
Climate:  
 

 
The Middle Colonies The four Middle Colonies were New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware. The 
landscape of this region ranged from the rich soil of coastal New Jersey and Delaware to the valleys and 
wooded mountains of New York and Pennsylvania. Farmers in the Middle Colonies raised a variety of crops 
and livestock. Lumbering, shipbuilding, and other occupations added to the many opportunities here. 
 
The people who settled the Middle Colonies represented many cultures and religions. One important group, 
the Quakers, started the colony of Pennsylvania. Like the early settlers of New England, the Quakers were 
looking for freedom to practice their religion. Others seeking religious freedom soon followed. Settlements of 
French, Dutch, Germans, Swedes, Danes, Finns, Scots, Irish, and English spread throughout the Middle 
Colonies.  
Geography: 
 
Climate:  

 



 

 

The Southern Colonies The five Southern Colonies were Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia. This region featured broad rivers and vast wetlands that gradually merged with the sea. The soil 
and the hot, wet climate were ideal for growing tobacco, rice, and other cash crops. 
Wealthy colonists took advantage of these conditions by establishing large farms called plantations. 
Plantation owners relied on indentured servants and enslaved Africans to sow and harvest their fields. After 
being harvested, the crops could be brought by river to the coast and loaded on ships for transport to other 
colonies and to Europe.  

Geography: 
 
Climate:  
 

 

 
Sections 3-10: In each of these sections, complete the spoke diagram by describing the key features of the colony. Google a small 
image to represent each feature. A sample is shown here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


